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(or in order that its status may be raised ever higher and
higher).

These five principles have been clearly kept in mind in
all that has been done in Japan, but the concluding clause
of the last of them shows the aim which has always been
recognised as that for which all efforts were put forth,
namely that the welfare of the Empire might be promoted,
and its status among the nations of the world raised ever
higher and higher. Some of the actions which were the
result were put down by foreigners to national conceit, and
no doubt in some cases the Japanese were led to attempt
things for which their past experience had not fitted them,
and which not infrequently resulted in failure, but it was a
noble national conceit or rather ambition, without which
little progress would have been made.

The most important lesson which the members of the
embassy learned from their observations in America and
Europe was that, if their country was ever
to be recognised on a position of equality with
Western countries, it would require to adopt
many of the institutions of Western civilisation. They set
about this with great eagerness and intelligence, and
great developments took place in education, administration,
public works, industry, and commerce. At first many
experiments were made in a somewhat haphazard manner,
with the result that not a few of them failed, and this led to
a reaction. As their knowledge and experience increased,
they made out their plans with great care, and carried them
out with deliberation and efficiency. The methods of
administration of the Government were reformed, the laws
were codified, and the administration of justice brought into
harmony with Western ideas. Most important of all, how-
ever, from the point of view of national evolution, was the
growth of an army drilled and equipped in foreign style, and
of a navy which went on increasing, not only in size but also
in efficiency, till its exploits excited the admiration of the
world.
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